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MISSION STATEMENT  
 

The Sussex County Charter School 

for Technology is an innovative 

public school of choice, aligned with 

the New Jersey Core Curriculum 

Content Standards, servicing middle 

school students in Sussex County and 

surrounding areas. This distinctive 

and dynamic technology-based 

program promotes active learning and 

embraces multiple learning needs and 

styles in a challenging environment. 

The interactive learning community 

encourages every student to grow 

academically, socially, and 

emotionally into responsible 

individuals who are ready to make a 

successful transition into high school. 

 

Staff 
 

Math 

Carolyn Sior 

Anthony Vlahakes 

 

Science  

John Domaracki 

Laurie Drake 

 

Humanities 

Jill Steffens 

Hillary Kotlarz 

Jaime Reader 

Imogen Smith 

Ryan Myslinski 

 

Spanish 

Donna Nadratowski 

Elisabeth Hennion 

 

Music 

Scott Steinetz 

 

Drama/Communications 

Amy Roberts 

 

Special Education 

Kathryn Kelly-Herkert 

Jeanne Sevean 

 

Physical Education 

Suzanne McGoonan 

Nicholas Fialcowitz 

 

 

Aide 

Kim Green 

Colleen Cavanaugh 

 

Counselor 

Lauren Palumbo 

 

Administration  
 

Principal  

Jill Eckel 

 

Vice-Principal  

James Baldini 

 

Supervisor of Instruction/Basic 

Skills 

Barbara Zappile 

 

Secretary 

Janet Langen 

 

Bookkeeper 

Lisa Dougherty 

 

Business Administrator 

Estrella Molinet 

 



The Sussex County Charter School for Technology builds 

on the natural energy and curiosity of students in grades six, 

seven and eight. The program provides the tools and skills for 

students to assume an increasing responsibility for themselves 

and for their education, building on their spirit, energy, and 

curiosity, while guiding them toward independence as young 

adults. This program provides for a structured learning 

experience which emphasizes the development of the 

adolescent learner, promotes social and emotional maturity, 

and also provides the skills necessary for a smooth transition 

from the elementary phase of the educational process to the 

secondary phase and eventually to the world of work. 

 

The curriculum  emphasizes a broad exposure to the rich 

variety of material that each discipline offers, while 

systematically providing the basic skills necessary for more 

advanced study in high school.  

 

Based on the NJ Core Curriculum Content Standards, the 

Sussex County Charter School program offers courses in Pre-

Algebra and Algebra, Integrated Humanities  (Language Arts 

Literacy, Social Studies, Philosophy, and the Arts), Integrated 

Science (Earth Science, Biology, Physics, and Chemistry), 

Spanish, Music, Drama, Communications and Physical 

Education and Health.  

 

The technology component of the program involves 

Computer Literacy, Laboratory Science Technology, 

Commercial Art, Engineering, Computer Aided Drafting and 

Design and Electronics. Students also take seminar rotations 

in Holocaust Studies/Character Education, Creative Writing, 

and Visual and Performing Arts. Finally, students work in 

small groups with a mentor teacher one period per day on a 

variety of academic skills as well as community-building 

activities. 

 

Charter School students study English, History, Mathematics, 

Science, Music, Technology Education, Visual/Performing 

Arts, Physical Education, and Human Development. 

 

Assemblies, advisory, and such extracurricular activities as 

Student Council, Yearbook, Junior National Honor Society 

Science Club, Drama Club, basketball and Soccer, offer 

ñThe Charter School was 

like a huge family to me. 

I almost didnôt want to on 

summer vacation because 

I had so much fun with 

my friends!ò 



students additional opportunities to pursue their interests. In 

addition, service learning projects and community service 

enable students to gain a broader understanding of local, 

national, and international communities. 

 

Differentiation of instruction  is a major priority at the 

Sussex County Charter School. Changing the pace, length or 

kind of instruction provided to students in response to 

individual learners' needs, styles, or interests is an avenue of 

educational change today. This instruction is both rigorous 

and challenging to motivate students to push themselves 

forward academically. 

Learning at the school is relevant in that it focuses on 

essential learning. Instruction is both flexible and varied 

allowing students, where appropriate, to make choices about 

how they will learn, and how they will demonstrate learning. 

Finally, differentiated instruction at the school focuses on 

depth rather than breadth of knowledge, thus providing a 

higher quality of learning to all students. 

 

Our educational program operates on a reflective, school-

wide portfolio culture, based on eight key learning objectives 

essential to academic growth. This school-wide reflective 

portfolio system allows us to integrate academic subjects, as 

well as link these academic subjects with the technology 

emphasis at the school. Not only does this portfolio culture 

help more fully integrate curricula, it ensures that vital life 

skills are addressed.  

 

Through the portfolio process, students come to 

understand that learning does not take place in isolated 

"academic segments," but rather, true learning is integrated 

across all disciplines and throughout a lifetime. 

 

Caring Community, an integrated character education 

initiative of the Sussex County Charter School, supports both 

the emotional development of young adolescents as well as 

the development of leadership abilities. As a result, student 

commitment to being kind, helpful, responsible, and 

respectful of other deepens. Students learn to accept both the 

rights and responsibilities of citizenship in a democratic 

society, and develop the skills necessary to live safe, 

humane, and productive lives. 

"The Charter School offers a 

unique learning experience in 

that it provides a rigorous 

curriculum with a focus on 

individual interest and 

differences" óThe classes 

are usually small and 

intimate, which allows 

teachers to focus on 

individual students." 

 

 



Parent - Teacher - Student partnership is a priority at 

the Charter School. Teachers and parents meet periodically 

during the year to discuss how each student is managing 

his or her academic and social challenges. Communication 

between teachers, faculty advisors, and parents provides a 

strong support system for students, designed to foster both 

personal and intellectual growth. Parents/Guardians can 

check student progress and behavior 24/7 via a personal 

Internet Access Code for their individual student. 

 

Student progress reports are sent home quarterly. Each 

grade level has a team of teachers who ensure class unity 

and cohesion, and work with students on an individual 

basis. Classes and group discussions on human 

development and social issues are interwoven throughout 

the middle school program to deal with the concerns 

facing adolescents in today's society. 

"The Charter School 

curriculum is designed to 

simulate real life situations, 

providing useful knowledge 

and experience for 

everyday life." 

 

 

ñThis is an excellent atmosphere for the middle school child to test limits within a 

carefully monitored environment. All the students and teachers are known to each other 

and there is a cohesive atmosphere in the school community.ò 

 

ñCharter School turned into another home for our daughter. 

 The climate is exceptional!ò 

 

ñWe are very 

appreciative of the 

effort of the teachers 

and principal to keep 

us informed of 

everything going on at 

SCCST. Itôs like we óre 

there with the kids!ò 
 



 

We believe that middle school students must accomplish 

more that success on standardized tests: They must achieve 

higher academic standards, make a smooth transition to 

high school and develop to their fullest potential as adults. 

To succeed, students must be provided certain educational 

rights. Charter School believes students in the middle 

grades have the right to: 

 

 Know what they must learn and what will be tested. 

 

 Teachers who are certified, who know their subject 

area, and how to teach it. 

 

 Teachers whose skills and knowledge are continually 

updated through ongoing, meaningful professional 

development. 

 

 A balanced and academically rigorous education that 

prepares them to succeed in high school. 

 

 Freedom from bullying and bad behavior that 

disrupts learning. 

 

 Know that their hard work counts. 

 

 Extra help when they need it. 

 

 Small classes where they can receive more individual 

attention. 

 

 A support system of guidance counselors, school 

psychologists, nurses, social workers and other 

professional and support staff. 

 

 A school equipped for the 21st Century. 

 

 

"We are a close community within 

ever-widening communities." 

 

"This school has outstanding 

academic challenges that have 

increased my knowledge of just 

everything.ò 

 

"The Charter School gives you an 

opportunity to take high school-level 

courses while still attending middle 

school." 

 

ñCharter taught me to be a leader, 

voice my own opinions and respect 

the opinions of others.ò 

 

 


